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Pattern   and   Change

NEVERTHELESS, a contrary view is often maintained. Not only that,
but it is even contended that the existing pattern conditions future
development. For instance, Professor Willey says: "Civilization
cannot be conceived, it must be reiterated, as a collection of isolated
traits. The traits and complexes all bear relation to each other, like
the particles in the Kaleidoscope design. Consequently, new traits
must be fitted in with what already exists" (Davis and Barnes,
Introduction to Sociology, p. 535). Professor Clark Wissler takes the
same view. He says that "the new trait that is offered must find
something to fit into, otherwise it will be repulsed" (Wissler, Man
and Culture, p, 190). As illustrations of the selective action of the
prevailing pattern are mentioned the adoption of the horse and the
rejection of the wheel by the Plains Indians of America, and the
rejection of the "Russian agitator's economic ideas" in present-day
America. Both the horse and the wheel were new traits to the Plains
Indians. But they accepted the horse trait "because the horse was
fitted into the older transportation complex," while "the wheel, a
trait entirely foreign to their culture, the Indians refused to accept"
(Davis and Barnes, Introduction to Sociology, p. 535). Is it the case
that the Indians continued to reject the wheel even to this day and
will continue to do so for ever in the future, or was there merely
a lag in time between their acceptance of the horse and the wheel ?
If they have since taken kindly to the wheel, how was the prevailing
pattern accommodated to this? The New York Times Magazine
of July 14,1935, contains an article on the new policy towards the
Indians of Mr. John Collier, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
The writer of the article, Mr. Frank Ernest Hill, says: "Some